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Giving voice to the unspeakable...
responding to domestic abuse in Jewish homes.





1. One out of four women will experience domestic abuse in their lifetime.  National Institute for Justice and Center for Disease Control and Prevention, 2000

2. It is estimated that for each person who seeks help, at least four or five remain silent.(Jewish Action, Spring, 1998)
3. Over 70% of Domestic Abuse is non physical (also called coercive).  Non physical abuse includes emotional abuse, psychological abuse, economic abuse and sexual abuse.  (Evan Stark, MD,PhD., Professor of Public Administration and Public Health, Rutgers University)

4. In a phone survey of over 2,800 women, 26% of women making more than $50,000 a year, admitted to being in an abusive relationship.  (Survey of Women’s Health, 1999)

5. 8% of reported cases of domestic abuse come from households earning more than $75,000 a year.  (Sourcebook of Criminal Statistics, 1999) 

6. 30% of Americans say they know a woman who has been physically abused by her husband or boyfriend in the past year.  (Family Violence Fund, 1996)

7. Domestic Violence is behavior learned through observation and reinforcement. It is not caused by genetics or illness. (Bandura, 1973; Dutton,1988)

8. Alcohol and other drugs such as marijuana, depressants and anti-depressants or anti-anxiety drugs do not cause non-violent person to become violent.  Many people use or abuse those drugs without ever battering their partners.  Research indicates that the pattern of coercive behaviors that comprise domestic violence is not caused by those particular chemicals.  (Critchlow, 1986)

9. Boys who witness domestic violence are more likely to batter their female partners as adults than boys raised in nonviolent homes.  There is no evidence, however, that girls who witness their mothers’ abuse have a higher risk of being abused as adults.  (Women’s Rural Advocacy Programs, 2004)

10. Fathers who batter mothers are two times as likely to seek sole custody of their children. 40-60% of men who abuse women also abuse children.  (Report of the American Psychological Association Presidential Task Force on Violence in the Family, 1995)

11. 90-95% of domestic violence victims are women.  (Bureau of Justice Statistics Selected Findings: Violence Between Intimates, 1994, updated 1998)

12. Women of all races are about equally vulnerable to violence by an intimate. (Bureau of Justice Statistics, Violence Against Women: Estimates from the Redesigned Survey, 2005)

13. 15% of all domestic abuse victims are men.  (Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2003)
14. Over 8.8 million children witness domestic violence each year.  Campaign for Funding to End Violence Against Women, 2006
15. 61% of Domestic violence incidents are unreported because victims do not think the police with believe them.  (National Institute of Justice, 2000)
16. Women are at an increased risk of harm after separation from an abusive partner.  Separated women are 3 times more likely than divorced women and 25 more likely than married women to be victims of violence at the hands of an intimate partner.  (Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2001)
17. A child’s exposure to the father abusing the mother is the strongest risk factor for transmitting violent behavior from one generation to the next.  (Report from the American Psychological Association Presidential Task Force on Violence and the Family,1996)
18. Every day there are about 30,000 active Orders of Protection in the State of Illinois. (Illinois State Police, 2007.

19.  Dobash, R.E. & Dobash, R.P.,Women, violence and social change. Routledge., 1992. 


Social workers who are aware of abuse in a relationship and who agree to see the couple 
together collude in another way with a set of damaging insinuations that further imperil 
women. Although the very act of working with a couple in which there is an abusive 
partner implies that the problem is in the relationship, it is not  

20. Thorn-Finch, R. Ending the silence. The origins and treatment of male violence against women, University of Toronto Press.1992. 


Abusive men are solely responsible for their abusive behavior 

21. Jones, A.  & Schechter, S. When Love Goes Wrong, HarperCollins, 1992.


The victim of assaultive behavior has no part in the attacks against her. No matter how 
provocative or inappropriate the woman’s behavior, it neither justifies nor excuses 
the man’s abuse 

22. Hotaling, G. and D. Sugarman, “An analysis of Risk  Markers in Husband to Wife Violence: The Current State of Knowledge.” Violence and Victims 1:2. 1986

a) “There is no evidence that the status a woman occupies, the roles she performs, the 
behavior she engages in, her demographic profile or her personality characteristics 
consistently influences her chances of intimate victimization. These findings do not argue 
well for theoretical models of victimization that focus upon characteristics of the victim.” 
(p. 118).
b) “Results indicate that the victim is no more likely than non-victims to have symptoms of psychopathology, to be more hostile, or to abuse alcohol (p. 118).

c) “It appears that personality and symptomological differences are a consequence of battering, rather than a cause of it. Lowered self esteem (Telch and Lindquist, 1984) and increased apprehensiveness (Hartik, 1978), reporting of psychosomatic symptoms (Shields and Hanneke, 1983), and increased use of prescription drugs (Stark et al. 1980) are more indicative of a reaction to chronic victimization than a predisposition to being violated (Walker, 1984)” (p. 118).

d) “This review of victims characteristics makes it clear that the most influential victim precipitant is being female. The victimization of women may be better understood as the outcome of male behavior” ) (p. 118). 

There are 3 times as many animal shelters in the U.S. than shelters for battered women. 

(Senate Judiciary Hearings, 1990)
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